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Driving Question:  
How do we know we are ready for college and careers?  

 
 
Rationale:   
As the workplace in the 21st century becomes increasingly competitive, American students need 
to be able to brand and market themselves as skilled and qualified individuals. This four year 
project will take students through the process of self reflection by identifying and organizing 
high quality examples (artifacts) of work in all five of our SWLOs (written communication, oral 
communication, agency, knowledge and thinking, collaboration). Students will create a 
professional portfolio of their best work in the form of a personal website and a written defense, 
and defend their readiness to graduate and move on to college and careers.  
 
Why Portfolios? 
The portfolio is the capstone for the student’s academic experience at Central Coast New Tech 
High. As the students are developing their portfolio, it becomes the driving force for the 
development and measurement of the school wide learning outcomes, a set of skills critical to 
success in postsecondary education and the workplace. The portfolio also provides a clear means 
for students to express their goals, growth, skills, and interests to the world in a professional 
manner. Furthermore, evaluation of the portfolio by staff, peers, parents, and community 
members serves as a vehicle for strengthening partnerships with the school.  
 
Why a Defense? 
A defense focuses on students understanding content knowledge, learned skills, and reflecting on 
their own learning process and the utilization of that knowledge. This also allows student to 
utilize two skills needed for any workplace - writing and speaking. Both of these are part of our 
School Wide Learning Outcomes.  
 
How Does it Work? 
The development of the professional portfolio content will begin Freshman year in Research & 
Communications. It will be updated and further developed throughout Advisory, electives, and 
Senior English. This year, Senior year, your focus will be in the 1st and 4th quarter of Advisory, 
and year-round in English 12/ERWC. The Professional Portfolio and Defense is our capstone 
activity that pulls knowing, doing, and reflecting into one place, into one moment.  It is the final 
inquiry, the final essential question, the final exhibition...a culmination of a 4-year project.  
   



Project Overview:   
The Final Phase of the Professional Portfolio… the DEFENSE 

Phase 4 - 12th Grade 
  

Written Defense 
Website Portfolio 
Defense of Learning Presentation  

 
What You Are Defending… Your Learning 

Students choose two complete projects (also referred to as “artifacts”) to focus on, and must 
explain three of the five SWLOs that they were assessed on. Students choose one project from 
Freshman/Sophomore year, and one from Junior/Senior year. 
 
Both projects must have been graded on at least three SWLOs, otherwise it is not eligible for the 
Defense. The focus is to reflect on the depth of understanding of the material, as well as the 
analysis of the student’s learning and growth throughout the project.  
 
Students have the option to present a third artifact, an Extra - involvement with sports, a single 
assignment related to their projected career path, community involvement, club, theatre, ASB, 
etc. This is something that must be approved by Ms. Mitchell directly.  
 
There are three parts to the entire Portfolio - 1) the website, 2) the written defense, and 3) the 
presentation.  

1) The website is where students will begin to build (or update) a professional resume and 
website to use after high school, completed during Advisory, Digital Media class, 
Computer science class, and at home.  

2) The written defense is a structured report, not an essay, that goes into great detail about 
the two projects the students have chosen to analyze, completed during English and 
Advisory.  

3) The presentation is a shortened version of their written defense, an oral speech with a 
visual (prezi or slide deck) presented to their fellow Advisory classmates and two 
instructors. This will be completed during English and Advisory.  

 
 

 
   



Scaffolds: each time you make a copy of these instructions or docs, you should make sure to add your last 

name into the title of the documents. Makes it easier to search and keep your final drafts separate! 
First Semester 

Senior Check In 
Defense Thesis  
Artifact Sign Off  
How to... 
Artifact Rough Draft 
Class of 2018 Table of Contents 
Website final - creating your rubric 
Website Final - peer grading 
Defense Map  
 

Second Semester 
WD Introduction Rough Draft  
WD Intro Peer Review #1  
WD Intro Peer Review #2  
Artifact Rough Draft #2 
WD Conclusion 
Peer Help A 
Peer Help B 
Presentation Mode selected (prezi or slide deck) 
Presentation Outline  
Presentation linked to TOC 
Written Defense linked to TOC 
Critical Friends Presentation checklist  
Agency quickwrite  
Written Defense Final 
Presentation Final 

 
   

https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1ZJMlDoinvuhLMyddWq1YHfaYvLDqj72WKim6R-rYVdc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1e28dLFeBvklOx-_PRnSQ-8Q8UlZgP-PIr_LOC921Hcs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/11fJTxN3q6hIamuP-UVeRnlKf40DsOlnErgAVsqbTPto/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1uQyyDKGpLLAoNmoJcLd0axLLFCfdDVSr0eMPNW_pyd4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/18wk2ZbQ23sg1F9VlySb06-jWGaqt0MMrQpU3BHrmjuk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1dv6IJUrVwl6oCC8wL3z4ws2tTnPlXO9L6TSsoPtkUkk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1vbWUQ8Ur22jQ-LjGKBFSspGJB21v42HukV6gscY1VgY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1UINEXQsvdV3xuk1StyX5FJ0qGweoKyt_Doc_OdYO-kE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1IfhWZHHf10sjO3TxRK3PB29aKM8RvSoVFZloZ3UTozo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/drawings/d/1QRgu1PN06meW4sN5MNM0O5kXbJYOUIxjOSJ0Coq2wQc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1dv6IJUrVwl6oCC8wL3z4ws2tTnPlXO9L6TSsoPtkUkk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1_QoVNTAC0UlNc7EjimhWP-NkzYO1XQ_wx1A5QNY6V3k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1OzTa6j98y2mqF1hjuRXNQuYwOGKxJdGsKEgh-iLgKJg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1Og04N2-fzyE2sDw-DM-Euy400M_2MZezlPntvM_Gq0A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1kUD9dHM5rLvQvesFmKunMu1Wqhr49NDQ8fsVGK78fsM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1NROyivkTnKoCITUo-tgwQ5scQZItICx2yPKtkIs7Ckk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/19DCAVngRw0emOIAqJNH5wud5oxaI6eAuvwSfhDLr5RI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/14wNCoA1vI4MPOZOxiT3XDx3wu-_EAYWHFM9xcRW81yY/edit?usp=sharing


Assessment: 
 
Website Portfolio 
About Me section 
Picture of yourself 
Resume (safe for online) 
Contact Me (safe for online) 
School projects associated with your chosen career path 
Extra (specific project, sports, community involvement) 
Professional and Appropriate 

Excellent website examples from Class of 2016  Francis Website 
Stewart Website 
Mitchell Website (real world application) 

 
Written Defense 
Knowledge and Thinking rubric 
Written Communication rubric 

Excellent Written Defense examples from Class of 
2016 

Dahmen Written Defense (A) 
Marquez Written Defense (A+) 
Rodriguez Written Defense (A+) 

Class of 2017  Behrens Written Defense (A) 
Judy Written Defense (A+) perfect score 

 
Defense of Learning Presentation 
Knowledge and Thinking, Oral Communication, Agency rubric 
Your presentation is scored with a PASS/NO PASS. If you do not PASS the first presentation, 
you have the ability to Re-Defend on a later date, after you have met with your scorers and 
revised your presentation.  

Excellent Presentation examples from Class of 
2017 

Judy Presentation (A+) 
Pimentel Presentation (A) 

 

https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1WqmokqT_V5_pqCcksmzPYA3SU09U1tOW-l1MDPd5K48/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b8k1GnDBoOs92RyAKLOznCxioG4vxOvu6l-Y5g-VQ_M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/14M6mPM6O7GkJ47WdMmCfoZDmVPq4ro1KQxIhiTocSuc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1Kayvs_cnRBQl1fh7C_Kts78ktbMFKTMPZizywQnXqYI/edit?usp=sharing
http://bfrancisportfolio.weebly.com/
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/presentation/d/1ggymr98CqLpLoVX2oX1VemTCYGrZ4t94rPiSJVu1aC4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/18MsaALi26jzTUdFwT6tC0EEHO2uzp7JPjN-AAHQfcKg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1pD-cpUp6oL3p3IPt0L2zBWMTyB9RUq7XFYcdG0wiQ-g/edit?usp=sharing
http://cadencemitchell.weebly.com/
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1Uq0--XAJs7teincwQ9kk4XISe4ZEfL9gPV9DULVzGyY/edit?usp=sharing
http://kaylinstewartexample.weebly.com/
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/presentation/d/1eNv576So7KD89uw3ywiRCzqIyv1KHBmVdsrnOQiJa5o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/ccnth.org/document/d/1W5vi75ozc2QA_ZHoAxM9ql4jwZCieUqZBNlsmyfryLc/edit?usp=sharing

